From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Spangenberg, Kami
Spangenberg, Kami
FW: Ideas Matter! Information for SSES Ideathon Attendees
Wednesday, August 22, 2012 4:09:16 PM

From: Spangenberg, Kami
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2012 4:35 PM
Subject: Ideas Matter! Information for SSES Ideathon Attendees

Thank you for registering to attend the SSES Ideathon to be held September 18-19. We’re excited
to see the interest in both generating and collaborating on ideas from a diverse group. As we lead
up to the Ideathon, we’ll be sending you periodic information—some of it more details on the
event; some of it focused on ideas, creativity, and innovation.
Our first shareable item is a short video from Steven Berlin Johnson, the best-selling author of six
books on the intersection of science, technology and personal experience. In it, he discusses
“Where Good Ideas Come From.”
Click to view:

Best regards,
SSES Ideathon Event Planning Team

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Spangenberg, Kami
Spangenberg, Kami
FW: Ideas Matter! Information for SSES Ideathon Attendees #2
Wednesday, August 22, 2012 4:10:51 PM

From: Spangenberg, Kami
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 3:58 PM
Subject: Ideas Matter! Information for SSES Ideathon Attendees #2

Thanks again to all of you who have registered to attend the SSES Ideathon. Interest in attending
has been so great that we now have a wait list. The event planning team wants to ensure that you
understand the requirements and commitment needed for attending the event.
·
·
·

Ideathon Attendees have to be present for the ENTIRE 1.5-day event
Ideathon Attendees must be present in RTP
Ideathon Attendees must be prepared to present an idea or willing to help others work on
an idea as full participants (not just observe)

If for some reason you do not feel you can fully commit to attend and participate in the SSES
Ideathon, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible so that those on our wait list can have
the opportunity to attend.
Our shareable item this week is a short video featuring Ben Kaufman, the founder of Quirky, a
crowdsourced product-development company. Its mission is "to make invention accessible." Its
goal: to invent two new consumer products a week. In the video, Kaufman shares his views on
creativity and innovation.
This item and others are posted to the new SSES Ideathon Cube Tree Group. As a registered SSES
Ideathon attendee you will receive an invitation to join. We hope to use this space to share ideas
and inspiration before the event.
Best regards,
SSES Ideathon Event Planning Team

From:
Bcc:

Spangenberg, Kami

Subject:
Date:

Ideas Matter! Information for SSES Ideathon Attendees #3
Friday, August 24, 2012 2:01:00 PM

This week we have posted an FAQ for Ideathon attendees to the SSES Ideathon Cube Tree Group.
Check it out for insight into how to best prepare for the event. We also encourage you to use the
Cube Tree group to ask the event planning team any questions.
Note that the location of our Networking Social on Tuesday, September 18 from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
has changed. It will now be held at Tyler's Taproom in Durham. If you indicated in your
registration that you will attend and still can, you’re good to go. If you can no longer attend,
please reply back to this message with your regrets so that we can keep tabs on the number
expected. If you’re not sure what you put, feel free to email me with a yes or no, and I’ll update
as needed.
Our shareable item this week is a video about an indispensable product that we all use that was
almost never marketed. In fact, it was considered a failure. You see, the company always defined
the word adhesive as being strong, in fact, the stronger the better. In this video, you will see how
the product eventually came to market. Could it have been introduced earlier? Of course. But only
if the company had changed their culture and started asking different questions. Questions like,
“do people always want a strong hold on an adhesive” and “what if our product was temporary
instead of permanent.”
Best regards,
SSES Ideathon Event Planning Team

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Spangenberg, Kami
Spangenberg, Kami
FW: Ideas Matter! Information for SSES Ideathon Attendees #4
Friday, August 31, 2012 11:48:00 AM
FAQ_Communication_for_Ideathon_Attendees.pdf

From: Spangenberg, Kami
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2012 11:02 AM
Subject: Ideas Matter! Information for SSES Ideathon Attendees #4

Registration for the SSES Ideathon closes today. As a recipient of this message, you are registered
to attend. We do have a waiting list, so if you are unable to attend the entire 1.5-day event, please
let us know so we can provide someone else the opportunity to participate.
Last week we posted an FAQ for attendees on the SSES Ideathon Cube Tree Group. For those of
you who may not have viewed it, it is attached. Note that collaboration is a key component of the
event, so attendees should come prepared to help others with their ideas as well as work on their
own.
Our shareable items this week are several videos from actor Gary Busey, known for his
“Buseyisms.” Business ideas start with the observation that there is a problem, and the idea is the
solution to that problem.
·

The first video is about creating a substitute for something that already exists in the
market.

·

The second video is based on the observation that a government regulation effects a
certain group in a positive way. Is there another way for a different group to achieve the
same benefit?

·

The third video is about a well-used business phrase and an application of its literal
meaning.

·

The final video really sums up where ideas come from.

Best regards,
SSES Ideathon Event Planning Team

From:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Spangenberg, Kami
Ideas Matter: Information for SSES Ideathon Attendees #5
Friday, September 07, 2012 3:34:13 PM
SSES_Ideathon_Attendees_6Sept2012.xlsx

Registration for the SSES Ideathon has closed and our event attendee list has been finalized. The
Ideathon is all about collaboration, so we have attached the attendee list should you wish to reach
out to your fellow attendees prior to the event.
Have questions about the Ideathon? Post them to the SSES Ideathon Cube Tree Group and the
event planning team will respond.
Our shareable items this week are meant to get you thinking about ideas that aim to solve big,
global challenges. Check out this challenge from the Gates Foundation to “reinvent the toilet”—the
challenge and the winning idea.
· Video of the challenge
· Video of the winner
In case you missed the announcement, RTI has also been awarded a grant in the second round of
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation's Reinvent the Toilet Challenge. Read about the crossinstitute team’s ideas.
Best regards,
SSES Ideathon Event Planning Team

From:
Subject:
Date:

Spangenberg, Kami
Ideas Matter: Information for SSES Ideathon Attendees #6
Tuesday, September 11, 2012 2:47:16 PM

The SSES Ideathon is one week away! To give you a feel for the experience of coming together to
pitch, develop and collaborate on an innovative idea, we offer this shareable item.
54 Hours in 6 Minutes: Text2Teach wins Startup Weekend Seattle EDU
This video takes the entire 54-hour journey of the Text2Teach team that won Startup Weekend
Seattle EDU on October 2, 2011 and compresses their journey into six minutes. Hear their initial
pitch, listen to their progress reports, and see their final winning presentation.
Don’t forget to check the SSES Ideathon Cube Tree Group for more resources and group discussion.
Best regards,
SSES Ideathon Event Planning Team

From:
To:

Spangenberg, Kami

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ideas Matter: Information for SSES Ideathon Attendees #7
Friday, September 14, 2012 9:44:39 AM

The SSES Ideathon begins next Tuesday! We’re pleased to see ideas and inspiration being shared by
attendees on the SSES Ideathon Cube Tree Group. We thank Lisa Strader for posting this video
about using plastic bottles for light.
In preparation for next week, many of you may be thinking about making idea pitches. We realize
you can’t say much in two minutes, so don’t try to. Your pitch is to enlist others to help you with
your idea and to make them want to know more. Consider answering the following in your pitch:
1) Who are you?
2) What’s the problem?
3) What’s your solution?
4) What do you need?
A pitch for the lighting system featured in the How Plastic Bottles Can Lighten Up the Darkness
video may have sounded something like:
1) Hi. My name is Danny Boombass, and I’m from San Pedro. I am on the facilities staff at the
waste water treatment facility.
2) On a bright summer day, you’d never know the sun was shining inside my home. Every
corner of our home is clothed in darkness. If you want to get a glass of water, you have to
turn on the lights just so you can get to the sink and see what you are doing. It’s been this
way for years.
3) While cleaning the pool decks with chlorine, I noticed that the water was just brilliant,
sparkling on the ground. I asked one of the engineers why. He explained that water and
chlorine together create a medium to capture light. I’ve been thinking, what if I bottled
water and chlorine and made my own makeshift light bulb for my house? It seems cheaper
than electricity. Easy. And if it must be healthy if we use it at work.
4) I need to know more about what kind of bottle would be safe. I also don’t know how long it
would last. And how would I put this in my ceiling without creating a hole the rain could
also come through. I mean, if this works it could really change things for my family. And I’m
sure my neighbors would be interested, too. Can you think of anything else? Boy, I’m
excited about the potential. I hope you are, too!
So, if you’re planning on pitching an idea at the Ideathon—don’t panic. Half-baked ideas are okay
to bring to the event. The point is to have fun as you convince fellow Ideathon attendees to back

your idea and join your team.
Best regards,
SSES Ideathon Event Planning Team

From:
To:

Spangenberg, Kami

Subject:
Date:

Ideas Matter: Information for SSES Ideathon Attendees #8
Monday, September 17, 2012 10:49:26 AM

The SSES Ideathon starts tomorrow!
Our event schedule is below. Bring your laptop, phone or other devices plus chargers. Most importantly, bring
your ideas and a willingness to collaborate and have some fun. We look forward to seeing you there!
Tuesday, September 18
2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Ideathon Day 1 Activities (snacks provided)

Building O8, Dreyfus Auditorium

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Networking Social (attendance optional)

Tyler's Taproom in Durham

Ideathon Day 2 Activities (breakfast & lunch provided)

Building O8, Dreyfus Auditorium

Wednesday, September 19
8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Best regards,
SSES Ideathon Event Planning Team

From:
To:

Spangenberg, Kami

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ideas Matter: Information for SSES Ideathon Attendees #9
Tuesday, September 18, 2012 10:45:34 AM

We hope you’re all as excited as we are about kicking off SSES Ideathon later today! Here are some
final details for you:
·
·
·
·

Doors open at 2:30 p.m.
The location is the Camille Dreyfus Auditorium (Building O8 Multipurpose Room).
Refreshments will be here upon arrival.
We will kick things off officially at 3:00 p.m., so please be here before then.

As soon as our introductions are finished, we’ll jump in to pitches. We will explain how the pitchfire process works in the event introduction, but here are a few key points:
·
·

The time allowed for pitches is two minutes. (This will be strictly enforced.)
You may have just one chance to pitch. Depending on how many people choose to pitch
today if you have multiple ideas, pitch the best one first.

If you have any questions, send us an email and we’ll get back to you as soon as we can.
See you soon! Get pumped!
Best regards,
SSES Ideathon Event Planning Team

From:
To:

Spangenberg, Kami

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Feedback Matters! Survey for SSES Ideathon Attendees
Wednesday, September 19, 2012 4:28:04 PM

Thanks to everyone who participated in the SSES Ideathon! The event planning team wants your
feedback on the Ideathon—after all, it started as an idea. In order for us to consider future events
and other opportunities for collaboration on ideas, your feedback is important.
Please take a few minutes to complete this anonymous survey:
SSES Ideathon September 2012
Best regards,
SSES Ideathon Event Planning Team

